Microsoft Press = 

Computer 1 
Dictionary f 

Third Edition 



Best Available Copy 

Microsoft Press 



PUBLISHED BY 
Microsoft Press 

A Division of Microsoft Corporation 

One Microsoft Way 

Redmond, Washington 98052-6399 

Copyright © 1997 by Microsoft Corporation 

All rights reserved. No part of the contents of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means without the written permission of the publisher. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Microsoft Press Computer Dictionary. -- 3rd ed. 
p. cm. 
ISBN 1-5723 1-446-X 

1. Computers-Dictionaries. 2. Microcomputers-Dictionaries. 
I. Microsoft Press. 
QA76.15.M54 1997 

0O4'.03--dc21 97-15489 

CIP 

Printed and bound in the United States of America. 

23456789 QMQM 2 10 9 8 7 

Distributed to the book trade in Canada by Macmillan of Canada, a division of Canada Publishing 
Corporation. 

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library. 

Microsoft Press books are available through booksellers and distributors worldwide. For further 
information about international editions, contact your local Microsoft Corporation office. Or contact 
Microsoft Press International directly at fax (425) 936-7329. 

Macintosh, Power Macintosh, QuickTime, and TrueType are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, 
Inc. Intel is a registered trademark of Intel Corporation. Directlnput, DirectX, Microsoft, Microsoft 
Press, MS-DOS, Visual Basic, Visual C++, Win32, Win32s, Windows, Windows NT, and XENIX are 
registered trademarks and ActiveMovie, ActiveX, and Visual J++ are trademarks of Microsoft 
Corporation. Java is a trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc. Other product and company names 
mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners. 

Acquisitions Editor: Kim Fryer 

Project Editor: Maureen Williams Zimmerman, Anne Taussig 

Technical Editors: Dail Magee Jr., Gary Nelson, Jean Ross, Jim Fuchs, John Conrow, Kurt Meyer, 
Robert Lyon, Roslyn Lutsch 



Best Available Copy 





)ata Carrier Detected 



Data Carrier Detected \da ta kare-er da-tek'tad, 
locations while retaining the ability to 

^ 2 Se grouping of data by means of classrfi- 
Suon ^g, ordering, and other organ.z.ng 

dTttt xdrt^, dat^kornA «- Short for 
^communications. ^ 
data communications \da ta te-my 
,., e . n7 daf a\ «■ See communications. 

^^^^^^ 

sion and CD-ROM publ.sh.ng. Also called a 

S SSon. ^desktop conferenc.ng, 
Whiteboard. Compare video conferenc.ng. 




Data conferencing. 

data control N**>^^£2^ 
of data management concerned w.th trackmg 



data entry 



and by whom data is used, accessed, altere 
owned, and reponed on. 
data corruption \daUa kar-up shan, dat a\ n. 

da^eSation Xda'ta de : kbr-a shan daiJX | 
A statement in a program that specif.es the cha*| 
Eristics of a variable. The.requ.rements for daSI 
^rations vary among different program, 
languages but can include such values as va 
name data type, initial value, and size specjta 

data definition language \ da ta defa-msh 
ll-waj, dat a\ n. A language that define 
Sutes and properties of a **£>«g 
record layouts, field definitions, key fields, m| 
tions.andstoragestrategyMcW.D^gl 
data description language \da ta ^ krip^ 
lang-waj, dafa\ n. A language designed 
cally for declaring data structures and files, m 
data definition language. j^JT 
data dictionary Xda'ta °^sha-nar-e d*JI 
database containing data about all the dataK| 
a database system. Data dicuonarie tfoji 
various schema and file specf.cat.ons _at« 
Sons. They also contain *nformauo| 
whtch programs use which data and wh| 

are interested in which report^ -1 
data directory Vda'ta dar-ek tar-e, datj| 

catalog, data dictionary. 
daLdrten processing \<B ^.v^ 
eng dafa-driv-an\ n. A form of P to *? m 
he 8 processor or program 
arrive before it can advance to the neap 

dS^ntXda'taera-ment,^ 
unit of data, ^feo c«/fe« data .temjj 

field. \ r *irf ch 

dau encryption Nda'ta en-knp sh 

See encryption. en-kniS 
data encryption key \* .» en Jfl 

dafa\ » A sequence of jL 
encrypt and decrypt other data j|| 
(D E-K'). See also decryption,.^ 

(definition 3)- \da ta« 

data encryption standard^da taj 

standard, dafa\ "-^^ ^ 
data entry \data en ueja «a 
writing new data to computer 3 
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, hPre peripherals, such as printers, 

J££ also COM (definition 1), input/ 
^.serial port. 




'display \k 3 m-poz'itdi-spla \ n.Ads- 
^eristic of television monitors and 
&mputer monitors, that is capable of 
Tan W from a composite signal (also 
SmSC signal). A composite display signal 
6n one wire not only the coded informa- 
f£ri to form an image on the screen bu 
E Zes needed to synchronize honzonta 
£iS scanning as the electron beam sweeps 
C forth across the screen. Composite As- 
can be either monochrome or color. A com- 
1 color signal combines the three pnmary 
> colors (red, green, and blue) » a color bu t 
oonent that determines the shade of color d. 
-fad on the screen. Composite color mon.tors 
less readable than either monochrome moni- 
is or the RGB color monitors that use separate 
fculs (and wires) for the red, green, and blue 
Tponents of the image. See also cotor bu£ 
gblormonitor, monochrome display, NTSC, RGB 

JnpStekey \k 3 m-poz'it ke X »■ A key ^« 
definition consists of two or more fields in a file, 

columns in a table, or attributes in a relation, 
composite video display \kam-poz .t v.d e-o di- 
%pl£\ n. A display that receives all encoded video 
information (including color, horizontal synchronr- 
: zation, and vertical synchronization)* one signal. 
A composite video signal under NTSC (National 
Television System Committee) standards is gener- 
ally required for television sets and videotape 
recorders. SeealsoHVSC. Compare ^RGB monitor 
compound statement \korn pound stat m 3 nt\ n. 
A single instruction composed of two or more 
individual instructions. 
compress 1 \k 3 m-pres'\ «. A P™P ne "^* 
utility for reducing the size of data files. F.les com- 



pressed with this utility have the extension .Z 

^Torata X a file oTTc^ ntg^^ 
g^7o thaTit can be stored «nSS«S«« 
^^dwjd^ba«. Datacanb^m^ 

decc^DT^ses^tie^a and numeric 

m^odslnustbeusedfortext.coae.a 

data files- lossy compression may be used tor 
So and sound files. See also lossless compres- 
sion, lossy compression, 
compressed digital video \tem-presd d., . tal 

vid-e-6\ n. See CDV (definition 1). 
compressed disk \kam-presd disk \ n. A ha d 
Tkor floppy disk whose apparent capaaty - 
hold data has been increased through the u* of a 
compression utility, such as Stacker or 

C apparent capacity has been ^c^sed 

through the use of a compression 
Stacker or Double Space. See also compressed 
disk, data compression, 
compressed Ale \tem-presd fil \ »■ A f£ 
whose contents have been compressed by a ^spe 
cial utility program so that it occupies less space 
on dtek or other storage device than in its 
uncompressed (norma.) state. See also installation 
program, LHARC, PKUNZIP, PKZIP, utility pro- 

r^n^ssedSLTP \k 3 m-presd- slip', S-L-I-P'\ ». 
ShortTo Confessed Serial Line Internet Proto- 
col A veS>n of SLIP using compressed Internet 
addrL formation, thereby making the protocol 
Ster than SLIP. Acronym: CSLIP (C slip, C S-L-I- 

coT^ssor Nk 3 m-pres ^ n 
some aspect of a transmitted signal, such 
ume,inordertoincrea^efic.ency. 

CompuServe \kom ^ a{ion and 

information serv.ee JJ^SSdS ^met 
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